New Jersey continues to rank at or near the top among all
states in any measure of property tax burden. In your opinion,
what should be done to address this chronic problem? What
specific policies, programs and procedures would your
Administration promote?

support a citizens’ property tax convention. Mr. Forrester opposes

| the convention.
My property tax plan provides immediate relief targeted to seniors and
low and middle-income families. | will fully restore and then grow
rebates by 40 percent over four years. We must develop the technolo-
gy to convert rebate checks to direct deductions as soon as possible. My
opponent’s plan, by contrast, would treat millionaires and seniors on
Social Security alike. My opponent’s plan would require literally billions
in new spending, putting state aid to education and municipalities,
transportation, public safety and homeland security in jeopardy.

have proposed the most comprehensive property tax reform plan
Iin New Jersey. Property taxes in our state are skyrocketing, and it
is time to put an end to this crisis.
My property tax relief plan—the 30 percent-in-3 Guarantee gives
homeowners a 10 percent property tax cut in the first year, a 20 per-
cent cut in the second year, and a 30 percent property cut in the third
year. In the third and every year going forward, 30 percent of your
property tax bill will be automatically paid for by the state directly on
your tax bill. My tax plan provides a permanent and direct 30 percent
reduction in property taxes—a straightforward and honest approach
that makes property taxpayers the state’s top priority.
My plan represents a fresh perspective for New Jersey—instead of
placing undo demands on local governments, my plan will give
municipalities and school districts tools to keep costs and property
taxes down in the long run.
The 30 percent-in-3 Guarantee provides an automatic rebate that is
state constitutionally guaranteed rather than the current rebate pro-
grams that have a history of being politically manipulated, cut or sus-
pended. The plan also creates a Property Taxpayer's Protection Fund
that can be used to maintain property tax relief during lean econom-
ic years. The plan also guarantees that, starting in year one, home-
owners, including seniors will get at least as much as their last rebate
check, and renters benefits will remain: ﬂ

Five years ago, few of us worried about Homeland Security.
Our sense of safety from foreign enemies was shattered on
September 11. Given New Jersey’s crucial position as the key-
stone of commerce and transportation for the Eastern
seaboard, given our vital and vulnerable transportation and
energy networks, our petroleum, chemical and pharmaceutical
facilities, and the density of our population, now we know we
need to worry. What does the Governor of New Jersey need to
do to better protect our state and our people from this threat?

s a member of the Senate Intelligence Committee and facing off
Athe tragedy of 9/11, | have valuable experience on homeland secu-
rity issues. As Governor, | will ensure that all levels of government work
cooperatively to protect our critical infrastructure, including nuclear
and chemical plants and our air, rail and port facilities. | will make sure
we are prepared, practiced and coordinated to protect our state.

We must fund and support our police, fire service and other first
responders. Funding decisions must be based on risk, nothing else.

We must assure the people of New Jersey that we have the resources
to protect their families and communities. Overreaching tax cuts
undermine public safety, just as they have done in Washington.
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=r=here is nothing more important than protecting the people of New
TJersey from potential attack. It is very important that we provide
full support for our first responders—local officials and rescue workers
are always the first to the scene of an accident. Our homeland securi-
ty funds should go to supporting our local first responders and giving
those rescuers the tools to do their jobs to the best of their ability.
New Jersey needs to take into consideration all of its security risks.
These include our bridges, tunnels, airports (large and small) our rail-
roads and our chemical and power plants. It is important to address
these issues without politicizing them or pointing out their weak-
nesses for political gain. Instead of painting a bull’s eye on these pos-
sible targets, we should be working to “harden” these sites as soon as
we know what risks they present. Buffer zones and evacuation plans
will be key to securing these sites.

Finally, New Jersey continues to face a real and credible threat of ter-
rorist attack, and we need to receive our fair share of resources to
address them. As governor | will advocate national legislation that
strictly adheres to 9/11 Commission’s recommendations for changing
the homeland security funding formula to be based completely upon
risk, critical infrastructure and population density.

Homeland Security appropriations must be changed so each state
receives funds based on security risk, not pork spending, as the 9/11
Commission recommended. Federal homeland security funding
should not remain a program for general revenue dissemination. It
should supplement state and local resources based on the risks or
vulnerabilities that merit additional support. [

] i
Home Rule has been attacked as a dangerous anachronism. It
has been defended as the foundation of democratic self-govern-
ment. You know where we stand on that debate. How about you?
To what extent do you support the principle of Home Rule? Why?

support the principle of home rule. Local residents and elected offi-
Icials have the greatest stake in decisions affecting their communities
and should play a major role in those decisions. Officials in Washington
or Trenton cannot have the same level of understanding of local issues.
We must improve coordination and eliminate inefficiency and waste
by creating greater incentives for shared services, using leveraged
purchasing power and exploring voluntary regional approaches to
delivering government services.
| believe we need strong measures to deal with corruption in the
state. We must eliminate the corruption tax to reduce the cost of serv-
ices. To that end, | have proposed the most comprehensive anti-cor-
ruption reforms ever in New Jersey (see question 5).

firmly believe in local control as a foundation of a democratic soci-
l ety. Itis vital that we protect local communities’ ability and right to
represent themselves.
| also believe that home rule must be appropriately checked by our
state and national constitutions to ensure the protection of individual

property rights. [

The beginning of another school year is among us. Protecting
our youth and students from the ever-increasing menace of
gangs and violence is a top priority for mayors, law enforce-
ment and school officials. On July I, 2005 a New Jersey State
Police survey reported about 16,700 street gang members are
operating in New Jersey in about 700 gangs. If elected, what
policies would you advocate to deal with this problem?

The gang problem confronts all types of communities—cities, sub-
urbs and rural communities. We must provide additional
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resources to law enforcement so they have the tools to investigate
and stop gang violence. We have to improve communication among
law enforcement agencies—at all levels of government—so we can
break up gangs, wherever they are located, and apprehend and pun-
ish those who commit violent acts.

But we must also get at the root cause of the problem and strength-
en our families, provide educational opportunity and economic invest-
ment. We need to create alternatives for those who would otherwise
turn to gang activity. The best alternative is a real opportunity to suc-
ceed in life, and my economic development plan will create real
opportunities by creating thousands of good jobs at good wages.

= ducation is the key to eliminating the gang problem in New
EJersey. By educating our young people, and giving them the tools
to succeed, we provide incentives for good behavior and diminish
the prestige and hope that many young people find in gangs.
Further, | will encourage local community organizations, such as Boston’s
Ten Point Coalition, that use local individuals to encourage young peo-
ple of their own communities to stay away from gang activity. [

All eyes are on New Jersey as it grapples with the issues of offi-
cial misconduct and government corruption. What steps will
you take to rid our state of this cancer?

n the very first address of my campaign in February, | proposed
Ithe state’s most comprehensive anti-corruption and ethics
proposal. Details are available at www.corzineforgovernor.com.
My plan includes:

¢ Creating a new office of elected State Comptroller, responsible for
promoting efficiency, reducing waste, and preventing and detect-
ing misconduct at all levels of government—including schools
and independent authorities.

e Curbing single-bid and no-bid government contracts.

* Ending pay-to-play at all levels of government, whether by insur-
ance brokers, prescription benefit managers (PBMs), contractors
or by developers seeking approvals.

* Tightening ethics laws for those who work in state government to
stop the revolving door between government and special inter-
ests, contractors and lobbyists.

* Ending wheeling, pension-padding, tacking, and similar abuses.

=hroughout my campaign | have demonstrated my commitment

| to cutting waste, fraud and abuse; and | have continued to
expose areas of wasteful spending throughout government. | led the
call for an audit of the School Construction Corporation after it wast-
ed billions of taxpayer dollars without producing schools. | have also
campaigned against wasting taxpayer funds on the Newark Hockey
Arena. These are just two of the many areas of waste | have identi-
fied, and as governor, | will be unwavering in my drive to stop wast-
ing the money of hard-working New Jersey families.
To truly root out waste, we must eliminate pay-to-play and wheeling
at all levels. Banning pay to play and wheeling at all levels is a critical
way to improve the equity of the transportation fund. As governor, |
will create an independently elected State Auditor, with a State Audit
Team to root out waste, fraud and abuse. Instituting my comprehen-
sive ethics reform plan will change New Jersey and save taxpayers
hundreds of millions of dollars every year. @

We’re going through the cross-acceptance process now to
develop the third State Plan. Cross-acceptance is, by defini-
tion, a bottoms-up approach incorporating the plans and
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input of local governments. There are those who would like
to reverse the process, making it a top-down process where
the state develops and mandates conformity to the State
Plan. What is your position?

lsupport the cross-acceptance process and the new plan endorse-
ment process. Municipalities need to be active partners in making
smart growth work. | believe this process ensures that all New Jersey
residents can shape the goals, strategies and policies of the State Plan.
I also support legislation that would allow municipalities to impose
impact fees on developers. Developers, not taxpayers, should pay for
infrastructure that is directly attributed to the development.

Igbelieve that it is important that we support local governments by
 giving them control to develop a state plan. The time has come to
end blind state mandates that carelessly burden municipalities. I think
this approach to developing the state plan will ultimately provide the
best product for all of New Jersey—not just Trenton. [

|

In his Budget Message to the Legislature, earlier this year,
Acting Governor Codey identified public employee pension and
benefit costs as major contributors to New Jersey’s perennial
budget deficit crises. Do you agree? If so, what will you do to
contain these costs?

-strongly believe that the state must live up to its negotiated con-
Ii‘tractual, legal and moral obligations to public employees; and we
must accept our responsibilities to meet those obligations. We must
put money into the pension systems on a consistent and responsible
basis and do a better job of managing pension assets to maximize
returns and reduce risk.

We can save millions without impacting the quality of health care by
consolidating prescription drug purchasing and through a greater use of
generic drugs. We can reduce public sector health benefit costs by con-
trolling the overall explosion in health-care costs. Unlike my opponent,
| have a comprehensive plan to make health care more affordable.

=he math games that have been played with the pension system in
Tthe last few years are just wrong. When | ended my tenure as
state pension director, the pensions were in order and being proper-
ly funded. Unfortunately, that has not been the case in the last few
years, and as governor, | will restore honesty, integrity and financial
solvency to the pension system.
We must protect the retirement promises we have made to our state
and local government workers. | know this better than most—no one
has a better record for standing up for hard-working public employ-
ees. As state pension director, | stood up against members of both
political parties who sought to take advantage of state workers.
Above all, we must - and we will—keep our promises to our dedicat-
ed state and local government workers. [

Current law allows for consolidation of municipalities, upon
approval by local voters. There have been recent calls for the
State to implement and mandate consolidation. What is your
opinion? Based on that answer, what policies would you pro-
mote or oppose, as Governor?

do not support mandatory consolidation; however, we must work to
Ieliminate inefficiencies resulting from fragmented government. | will
work with the League to improve incentives for shared services, vol-
untary regional and consolidated approaches to delivering govern-
ment services, and greater use of leveraged purchasing power.
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